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PUBLICATION TEAM

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? 
We are always happy to hear from you! Deadlines 

for submissions are the 20th of each month. 
Email your thoughts, ideas, and photos to: 

cbutner@bestversionmedia.com.

FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS

DUE DATE FOR CONTENT	 MAGAZINE EDITION

November 20   .............................. January
December 20   .............................. February
January 19..................................... March	
February 20................................... April
March 20....................................... May
April 20.......................................... June
May 18.......................................... July
June 20......................................... August
July 20...........................................  September
August 20...................................... October
September 20................................ November
October 19.................................... December

Any content, resident submissions, 
guest columns, advertisements and 
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed 
by or represent the views of Best Version 
Media (BVM) or any municipality, 
homeowners associations, businesses 

or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible 
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted. All 
content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting 
party. © 2018 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

CONTENT SUBMISSION DEADLINES

Cindy Butner, Publisher 
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Laurie Wachter, Content Coordinator 
lwachter@bestversionmedia.com
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Dear Neighbors,

Geof Syphers, CEO  
Sonoma Clean Power
(707) 978-3463

www.sonomacleanpower.org

UTILITIES

EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

Jana Jones, Broker  
Eleven : Eleven Sonoma County Real Estate
(707) 478-7638

janajoneshomes@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE 

Love. According to the authors of the book A General Theory of Love, 
“It is not just the focus of human experience but also the life force of the 
mind, determining our moods, stabilizing our bodily rhythms and changing 
the structure of our brains...Love makes us who we are and who we can 
become.”

In this issue, you’ll read about three of our neighbors who built their 
personal and professional lives on a foundation of love -- love of family, love 
of friends, love of life!

Our cover story features the Ferrells, who work together to help other 
couples from near and far kickoff their life’s journey together. Dundee 
Butcher’s love of design using living flora to enhance life and Gina Jackson’s 
story of resilience when her life hung in the balance. 

Each of these stories is so Healdsburg because they recognize the 
importance of love in living life to its fullest. We hope they warm your heart.

Happy Valentine’s Month,

GOODMORNINGY’ALL!

COME TASTE TRADITIONALNEWORLEANSCUISINE
MADE FROM LOCALCALIFORNIA INGREDIENTS.

BEIGNETS SERVEDALL DAY.

M-Sat: 9am-3pm
Sun: 9am-2pm

(Breakfast served all day on Sundays)

707-431-8474    
info@theparishcafe.com

60A Mill Street, Healdsburg

  Jana Jones, Broker 
3558 Round Barn Blvd Suite 200

 Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

(707) 478-7638
janajoneshomes@gmail.com 

CA Broker License #01419106

820 Johnson Street
Price: 
$2,895,000

Iconic Johnson Street 
sets the scene for living 
well in downtown 
Healdsburg.
Main home presents 
a gorgeous chef’s 
kitchen, updated 
master suite, 2nd en-
suite bdrm, charming office, wine cellar, & pool.  All of this, and one of
Sonoma County’s finest front porches. This distinctive property also features 
a detached guest home, plus, office or yoga studio, & hot tub.

The city of Healdsburg has approved separate, buildable parcels w/in the existing acreage. Envision your 
own private compound. The farmhouse offers, 3 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms, a wrap-around porch, in-ground pool w/swim-up bar, quality custom craftsman-
ship, 3-car garage with bonus room, views of West Dry Creek and a merry stroll to the Plaza.  

NEW PRICING! 
Gated, In-town Farmhouse w/3 car garage+bonus room, in-ground pool on .80 acre +/- 

14845 Grove Street, Healdsburg ..... NOW $1,749,000
Lot 1: .31 acre+/- In-town, gated, buildable parcel.  ............... $449,000
Lot 2: .19 acre +/- In-town, gated, buildable parcel...............$399,000
MLS #21724490, 21724507, 21724502

  ___________________________________________________________VILLAGGIO DENTAL LLC / 161556R001

GRAPHICS ALERT! CORRECTIONS
& CHANGES 

Robert Leach DDS 

"Dr. Leach and his staff are absolutely the best! 
State-of-the-art combined with old-fashioned 

compassion seem to be the best way to describe 
their care. I don't hesitate to recommend 

Villaggio Dental to anyone." -Grace M. 

707-433-5052
Se Habla Espanol 

www.villaggiodental.com O fD 9 
1260 HEALDSBURG AVE., STE. 101, HEALDSBURG, CA 

www.villaggiodental.com

707-433-5052

CREATING BEAUTIFUL 
SMILES FOR ALL AGES!

1260 HEALDSBURG AVE., STE. 101, HEALDSBURG, CA

$100 
OFF

Initial Exam 
& X-Rays
With this card. Offer expire
30 days from mailing date. 

With this card. Offer expire
30 days from mailing date. 

$195 Custom 
Whitening

(Reg. $250)

“Dr. Leach and his staff are absolutely the best!  
State-of-the-art combined with old-fashioned 

compassion seem to be the best way to describe 
their care. I don’t hesitate to recommend 
Villaggio Dental to anyone.” —Grace M. 

Se Habla Español
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“Dr. Leach and his staff are 
absolutely the best! State-
of-the-art combined with 

old-fashioned compassion 
seem to be the best way to 
describe their care. I don’t 

hesitate to recommend 
Villaggio Dental to anyone.” 

-Grace M.
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149 Stony Circle, First Floor, Santa Rosa, CA, 95401
707-545-3311

www.dalpoggetto.com

Wine Country CPAs

Left to Right: 
Anthony Solar, 
Dani Wilcox, Terry 
Atkinson, Bruce 
Mentzer, Kathy 
Taylor, Connie 
Newhall, Ann 
Simon and Ross 
Stromberg

Call: 707-230-0564 billkutzhvac.com

RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL

Areas Of Specialty

• Heating & 
• Air Conditioning 

• Wine Cellars

• Ductless Systems

• Legal Grow Rooms

• Indoor Air Quality
Bill 

Owner
Lic # 942600

Travis
Technician

Replacement  |  Repair |  Maintenance 
New Installations | Duct Cleaning

707-433-4590 

Sustainable Design and Construction 

MountainMeadowLandscape.com

Thinking Spring!

Farm to Pantry 
Holiday House Party 
Images by Linda Wilke

Kathy Taylor and Terry Atkinson 
hosted a Holiday House party at their 
home to raise funds for Farm to Pantry 
(F2P). Donations support the nonprofit’s 
produce gleaning, which has distributed 
over 158 tons of fresh and nutritious 
produce to 30 programs since its 
inception in 2008. They are proud to have 
just produced their own F2P olive oil to 
give to donors.

Learn more at farmtopantry.org

PARTY PIX

Ross Stromberg and Melita Love

 Connie Newhall, Kathy Taylor, Mirijana Samadzija

Take Advantage of Your 
Neighborhood Magazine!

Healdsburg Living is all about bringing people together and 
fostering a closer-knit community. If you have an idea you 

want to share, simply email us at 
cbutner@bestversionmedia.com. Please note the 

submission  deadlines found on page 3. 
We look forward to hearing your ideas.
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By Cindy Butner 
Images by Kate Karwan Burgess

Resident Feature

Ann Amtower
Luxury Property Specialist

License # 00971400

707 328 9364

109 Mill Street
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Ann.Amtower@pacunion.com
WineAndVineProperties.com

JUST LISTED
1350 Sylvan Court, 
Healdsburg
Best location in Fitch 
Mountain Villas! 
$795,000 | 3Bed/2Ba
Keep life simple:  tennis 
courts, swimming pool, 
club house just out of the 
patio....and a garden!
www.1350SylvanCourt.
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SOLD AS POCKET LISTING/
NEVER ON MLS
504 & 506 Fitch Street, 
Healdsburg
Close to Healdsburg Plaza!
$2,000,000 | 4Bed/3Ba
Perfect Healdsburg Wine 
Country package, 3/2 main 
house w/1 Bed unit over 
garage. New pool and 
outdoor kitchen.  
www.504&506Fitch.com

When it comes to relationships, there’s 
the fairytale and the reality. Marisa 

and Brian Ferrell, the husband-and-wife team 
behind two Healdsburg-based businesses, So 
Eventful and The Posh Privy, routinely deal 
with both. They’re successful event planners 
and recently started a business that, um, well, 
takes care of “business” at upscale events.

Marisa founded So Eventful in 2008 after 
stepping into the shoes of a winery’s event 
planner who had stepped down. A third-
generation grape grower from the Central 
Valley, she studied economics and wine 
business at SSU. While managing events at 
the winery, she became highly sought-after. 
In part, she thanks her parents’ penchant for 
throwing parties at their home.

“Mom was always entertaining. She’s 
unbelievable! They built this whole separate 
room that is the ultimate party pad. We don’t 
come from a huge family, but she likes to 
entertain,” says Marisa. Still, she had to get 
her ducks in a row to break the news and 
let her parents know that she wanted to do 
something other than work in the family’s 
grape growing-business as planned.

“She is her dad,” says Brian adding, “He 
has the entrepreneurial spirit. He took risks 
and decided to buy Mechanical Grape 
Harvesters when people thought he was crazy 
to do that. Now, he has a fleet of Harvesters. 
Starting her own company had to resonate 
with him.”

“That’s a great point. I never thought about 
it like that. I had my business plan, though. I 
said, ‘I’ve got this,’” Marisa says confidently. 
Since then, she’s planned hundreds of 
weddings. Her success is largely due to her 
love of networking and “hustling it.” As the 
company grew, she needed more staff. Marisa 
built a team of planners and, in 2015, Brian 
gave ample notice at his tech job and jumped 
in full time.

Soon after, they launched The Posh Privy, 
a luxury portable restroom rental company. It 
was an idea that Marisa had given to a friend 
of theirs while they were out to dinner. On the 
way home, she wished she hadn’t and said to 

Brian, “I know that I told him he should do it, but let’s call him. If 
he’s not going to, we should.”

They did. In the beginning, Marisa was ready to start designing 
the company, but Brian, fresh from his corporate job, was 
crunching numbers. “In this relationship, I’m the gas and he’s the 

brakes,” says Marisa. Brian laughs and adds, “Not just in life, but 
when she’s driving too.”   

Brian has had to step on the gas on more than one occasion 
to retrieve forgotten items, like the ring the groom discovers he 
forgot. “Now that I’m in the industry, I realize how much detail 

The Ferrells
 An Eventful Life 

continued page  8
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from page  7

The Healdsburg Education Foundation
The Healdsburg Education Foundation (HEF) raises funds to support excellent 

K-12 education for ALL students in the Healdsburg area public schools. HEF 
brings our schools and generous community together to direct resources to 
educational programs that will have the greatest impact on student learning.

Keeping Sonoma County beautiful.

Healdsburg Living Ad 7.5 x 5 - Vineyards.pdf   1   12/12/2017   4:01:17 PM

Affordable Service Packages  |  Se Habla Espanol  |  CR383 and FD1925

WINDSOR HEALDSBURG MORTUARY
Family Owned and Operated

9660 Old Redwood Hwy • Windsor, CA
707-838-6000 • whcmortuary.com

Add whcmortuary.com 
and add logo
Instructions: he would 
like the background to be 
the green that is attached 
on the colors. Blue like the 
blue around his logo and 
no double border or fade-
out. Fonts are “Avenir” and 
“Josefin Slab.”

goes into every event,” confesses Brian. They could write several 
books about the unusual requests, circumstances and things 
that don’t go according to plan. Of course, no one can control 
everything or everyone. What is their measure of success? Their 
ability to problem solve so that no one else knows that things 
aren’t going according to plan.

Much of their work, such as reviewing contracts, event design, 
creating schematics and floor plans, planning weddings and 
events, booking rooms for out-of-town clients or destination 
weddings, can be done from home. This gives them the 
opportunity to see their two children throughout the day. 

Their daughter is 16-month-old Sutton. Their son Asher is three 
years old. “I was thick into wedding season, working long nights 

and many hours during the day. Asher came into my office, gave 
me a big hug and said, ‘I love you, Mommy. I’m proud of you. I 
know when you get done working we will get to have a dance 
party in the kitchen.’ That made me laugh and realize why I work 
so hard – so we can play even harder,” she adds.

They do like to party. An annual trip to the Academy of Country 
Music Awards is one of their many adventures. They like to sneak 
backstage and crash the after parties. As event planners and 
fortified by liquid courage, they know how to navigate behind the 
scenes. They like the thrill of the chase.

There’s a question posed in a song by Tim McGraw and Faith 
Hill, “Have you made plans for the rest of your life?” I can just 
imagine Brian’s and Marisa’s answer, “Yes. We’ve got this.”

2006 California Teachers Association State Gold Award recipient.
In recognition of Healdsburg Education Foundation’s “significant contribution 

to quality public education.”

Who We Serve
HEF raises funds for our approximately 1,680 K-12th grade Healdsburg public 

school students. HEF funds programs generate strong learning outcomes, reduce 
the achievement gap and increase graduation rates.

Who We Are
Chartered in 1985, the HEF volunteer Board of Directors come from all walks 

of life, but share a common goal: they believe all the students of Healdsburg’s 
K-12 public schools deserve an excellent public education.

What We Do
HEF raises funds to seed innovation and sustain vital programs in Healdsburg’s 

public schools. HEF works to support, enhance and enrich the educational 
experience for all K-12 Healdsburg public school students.

How to Reach Us
PO Box 1668
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Phone: (707) 433-1223
Email: info@hefschools.com
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Calendar of Events
February

Sun.–Wed., Jan. 25-Apr. 25
She Persisted
@Healdsburg Museum
The She Persisted exhibition highlights notable 
women and women’s organizations in local 
history. Their colorful lives and significant 
achievements in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries helped shape the character of our 
community. The stories of their persistence, 
despite obstacles, are compelling and relevant 
today. The exhibition includes historic artifacts, 
narratives and photographs, plus an extensive 
display of local historic artwork by Jane 
Raabe, Myra Hazen, Ollie Gaddini Bacigalupi, 
Maude Needham Latimer, Alice Haigh Dixon 
and Rosinda Holmes.  
Time: 11am to 4pm
Cost:  Admission Always Free
www.healdsburgmuseum.org 

Sat., Feb. 3
Great Sonoma Crab 
and Wine Fest
@ Grace Pavillion, Sonoma County Fairgrounds
The 29th Annual Great Sonoma Crab and 
Wine Fest is the premier Crab and Wine 
event of the North Bay Area! The event 
features Medal Winning Wines, Fabulous 
Local Cuisine and Live and Silent Auctions. 
Proceeds benefit Sonoma County Farm 
Bureau’s agricultural education activities, 
including Ag Days, Scholarships, 4-H & FFA, 
Young Farmers & Ranchers, youth leadership 
activities, local fair exhibitors, farm worker 
and management training, environmental 
education and the Farm Bureau Institute.
Time: 4pm
Cost: $85
www.sonomacounty.com/sonoma-events/
great-sonoma-crab-and-wine-fest

Sat., Feb. 10
Noche de Amor
@ Sonoma Jet Center
The Healthcare Foundation has a new 
fundraiser event for the winter – 
Noche de Amor – a night of celebration 
for love of friends, family and community. 
Sponsorship available!
Time: 6-9 p
Cost: $100.00
www.healthcarefoundation.net

Sat., Feb. 10
25th Annual Barn Dance 
and Dinner
@ Shone Farm, 7450 Steve Olson Ln, Forestville
Bring your Valentine to this fun event that 
benefits the Healdsburg Future Farmers 
Country Fair and Scholarships. No Host Bar & 
Silent Auction, Dinner and Live Auction, Live 
Entertainment and Dancing. Must be 21 years 
old to attend.
Time: 5 pm 
Cost: $65 per person or $700 for a table of 8
www.Healdsburgfair.org

Mon., Feb. 12 & 26
Cuentos y Cantos Bilingual 
Storytime
@Healdsburg Regional Library
Explore books, songs, rhymes and plays in 
English and Spanish! Libros, canciones, rimas y 
actividades en ingles y espanol. 
For children 1-5. Para edades 1-5.  
This program is presented by Colors of 
Spanish.
Time: 6-7 pm
Cost: Free
sonomalibrary.org/events/cuentos-y-cantos-
bilingual-storytime-26

Wed., Feb. 14
Annual Valentine’s Day 
Brunch
@Healdsburg Senior Center
Make your reservations to join us for a 
celebration of love! Visit our Healdsburg 
Senior Center Facebook page for updated 
information about this event.
Time: 11 am
www.facebook.com/HealdsburgSeniorCenter

Fri.-Sat., Feb. 16-17
Mr. Healdsburg Pageant
@Raven Performing Arts Theater
Past winners meet head to head in the final 
battle for the crown over two nights of fierce 
competition. May the best Mr. Healdsburg 
win! A benefit for the Raven.
Time: 7:30 pm
www.raventheater.org

Sat., Feb. 17
African Village Celebration 
with Onye Onyemaechi
@Healdsburg Regional Library
Join us for an exciting musical program with 
master drummer Onye Onyemaechi. Onye 
will use rhythm, music and instruments to 
journey with children and families exploring 
the beauty and soul of the drum in African 
village life. For children ages 3+ with a 
caregiver.
Time: 10:30-11:30 am
Cost: Free

Sat., Mar. 3
3rd Annual Give Me Shelter
@Villa Chanticleer
We’re excited to host our 3rd annual Give 
Me Shelter fundraising event to support 
the Healdsburg Center for Animals! Guests 
will mix and mingle with shelter pets, enjoy 
delicious local wine, a fabulous seated dinner, 
lively auctions and highlights about the work 
we do. Seating is limited.
Time: 6-9 pm
Cost: $125.00
www.sonomahumane.orgM.L. HENDERSON 

&  ASSOCIATES 

Mickey Henderson 
707.433.7829 

mickeylhenderson@gmail.com

please call for your
complimentary consultation  

RETIREMENT  ADVISOR

I n his Poetics, Aristotle muses about drama, poetry and plays 
performed by actors in the presence of an audience. He posits 

that tragedy uses direct action rather than narrative to incite pity 
and fear, and that this is a cathartic exercise intended to purge 
spectators of emotions, so they feel lighter as they leave the 
theater. That may be true in poetry and plays, but in real life, 
when tragedy strikes, negative emotions tend to stick around.  

How then, do we navigate life’s tragedies with resilience? Is 
it a given that our “new post-tragedy normal” will always be 
unfavorably compared to life before tragedy?

Gina Jackson, a Mindful Meditation teacher and fashion 
designer, doesn’t accept the premise of the question. “Living 
longer means experiencing more -- good and bad. Tragedy will 
strike most of us more than once in our lifetime. It’s all okay. It’s 
okay to feel grief, to suffer, to feel joy, to laugh. Understanding 
that is resilience,” she says.

She practices mindfulness and calls it a form of exercise for the 
brain that connects mind and body. She also says, “Don’t believe 
me. Be your own scientist. Begin practicing for 6 to 8 weeks and 
judge for yourself. It’s not magic. Like any other form of exercise, 
it takes practice and results come over time.”

Perhaps she’s so passionate about mindfulness because she 
knows that it saved her life. To illustrate its practical application, 
she shares how.  

In her mindfulness meditation, she routinely mentally scans 32 
different parts of her body. A few years ago, while doing this, she 
could tell that something was not right, but she didn’t know what 
was wrong. She always writes in a journal, so she began to write 
down what she was noticing. After enumerating her findings to 
her doctor, her doctor wanted to prescribe Prozac. Gina said, “No 
thank you.”

Soon after, she watched a Dr. Oz segment on gynecological 
cancer. There was a quiz on his website and, because she still 
sensed something was wrong that her Doctor had failed to 
diagnose, she took it. It turned out that all the signs pointed 
to cancer. This time, instead of offering Prozac, her doctor 
offered her an apology and genetic testing. Gina was found 
to have Lynch Syndrome, an inherited genetic propensity for 
increased risk of developing a variety of cancers, and the tests 
confirmed that she had uterine cancer. As if that wasn’t enough, 
after her uterine cancer treatments were complete, her doctor 

subsequently diagnosed her with breast cancer. The self-
awareness that mindfulness augments led to the early diagnosis 
and successful treatment of both cancers. In fact, not only did 
her mindfulness practice help make her aware of her cancers, it 
helped her navigate the surgeries and treatments, which in turn 
lead to a full recovery and a renewed outlook on life.  

Managing physical pain is just one application of mindfulness. 
Gina uses it to illustrate the general practice, “Our mind will focus 
on the part of our body that is experiencing pain and tell us over 
and over again that we have chronic pain - it languages pain. 
Your doctor tells you that you have pain. You feel pain. What 
you start to believe is that ‘My whole body is in pain. Therefore, 
my whole life is in pain.’ Practicing mindfulness is being 
present and acknowledging that most of your body is working 
well.” Referencing the late Viktor Frankl, a Holocaust survivor, 
neurologist and psychiatrist, she adds, “Between the pain stimuli, 
be it physical or emotional, and the response to it, I can be in a 
space where pain is a part of my life, not my whole life.”  

Putting it another way, Gina says, “When first diagnosed, I said, 
‘Why me?’ Then, I decided, ‘Why not me?’ I thank God that I’m 
someone who can tap into this practice and understand that this 
is all part of being human. I have a sense of my direction, my own 
‘North Star’. Every day, I do a 3-minute mindful check-in, put my 
feet on the ground and go.” This above all else gives her the 
ability to remain resilient when navigating the challenges of life – 
and “we all have that ability,” she says.

Sales & Service
We repair all major brands

1448 Grove Street • Healdsburg
707-431-8577

aterbury’sW Outdoor Power Equipment

waterburys-ope@sbcglobal.net

Gina Jackson on Resilience
By Cindy Butner | Image by Theresa RoussetHealdsburg
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By Cindy Butner | Images by Kate Karwan Burgess

music4michele@gmail.com
voicelessonshealdsburg.com

707-431-1484

Michelle Holland

Piano Music
ClassicalsStandardssDisney

Broadway k More

A variety of

Elegant

Mad About Dundee

Dundee Butcher is the life force 
behind Russian River Flowers and a 

devotee of the late Diana Vreeland. Like 
Vreeland, she is full of creative energy 
and she celebrates uniqueness. For 
Vreeland that meant Barbra Streisand’s 
nose, Mick Jagger’s lips, Twiggy’s stick 
figure. For Dundee, it’s using the tops 
of persimmons, picking up date-palm 
branches a local tree cutter is felling 
near Memorial Beach Bridge and weeds.

She describes her style while 
snapping her floral scissors as if clacking 
a set of castanets in a Flamenco dance. 
“I like to use the unloved and the 
unseen. Weeds are just the right plant 
grown in the wrong place,” she says 
pointing her scissors at wreaths made of 
a variety of thirsty Old Man’s Beard that 
they’ve pulled like carpet from oak trees 
in Chalk Hill.  

A Texan by birth, she began her foray 
into floral design when the youngest of 
her four children, who are twins, were 
old enough to be out of the house until 
early evening. The Butchers lived in 
London – her husband’s hometown. It 
was he who suggested that she take 
a course at the nearby Jane Packer 
Flowers while he watched her create a 
beautiful arrangement one day. She did 
and was eventually hired by them as an 
instructor and business development 
manager.

At the risk of stating the obvious, 
working in Healdsburg is different from 
working in London. “I was used to going 
to the flower market where flowers were 
flown in from Amsterdam, Ecuador and 
other places around the world. Our 
flower market here is in San Francisco, 
and much of what’s there is grown 

here. I thought I’ve just got to meet the 
farmers. Now, they’ll call me. I bought 
these pomegranates from Earl and 
Myrna at Early Bird Farm in Chalk Hill. 
These pears are from Middleton Farms.” 
she grins.

Sourcing wasn’t the only difference. 
“My style was too formal. I had to learn 
to throw some dirt on it,” Dundee 
confesses. She talks the trade with an 
array of international colleagues-friends, 
including the floral designers in charge 
of some of the world’s most auspicious 
weddings, like William’s and Kate’s. (Yes, 
that William and Kate.) Their advice? 
You’ve got to learn the rules to break 
the rules, and they knew she knows the 
rules. They told her to relish her skills 
and develop her own style. 

 “If you just look to other florists for 
inspiration you will only end up copying 
them. I look at the texture on the side of 
a building, the color of a car, the colors 
in the movie Babette’s Feast. Diana 
Vreeland is still today always tapping me 
on the shoulder. ‘Don’t <scissor snap> 
do <scissor snap> boring. <scissor 
snap> Boring is a form of laziness,’” she 
quotes.

Like Vreeland, she is an editor. “It’s 
hard to do ‘simple’ because you gotta 
be bloody perfect,” she says with a 
little Texas twang, adding, “I’m trying to 
teach people to take things out. Look 
at more than just how many flowers you 
can use. It can become this big opaque 
mass. Can you see through it? Can the 
breeze blow through it? What shadows 
does it cast? I want you to connect with 
flowers in your way,” she says.  

Last September, she partnered with 

Your Beauty Squad is Ready to Serve!

322 Healdsburg Avenue
707-431-1400   www.brushthesalon.com

WINERY & RESIDENTIAL SITE DESIGN
VINEYARD DESIGN | LAND PLANNING | SUBDIVISIONS

DRAINAGE AND EROSION CONTROL PLANS

USE PERMITS | SEPTIC DEVELOPMENT

707.480.3111

134	North	Street,	Healdsburg,	CA									ms@swicegood-civil.com

Personalized Financial Strategies 
begin with 360° VISION.

W O LCO T T  F I N A N C I A L 
               So lut ions

WolcottFinancialSolutions.com
683 Healdsburg Avenue •Healdsburg

707.433.3311
WO LC OT T  F I N A N C I A L  S O L U T I O N S ,  I N C . 

A N D R E A  W O LCO T T  
CERTIFIED 

FINANCIAL PLANNER™

THE POWER 
OF PLANNING

Start planning. 
Stop worrying.

McQueen’s Flowers from London to hold a 
week-long career course. Twenty-six students 
and some instructors descended on her 
design studio on North Street. They came 
from England, Australia, South Korea and 
throughout the U.S.

She teaches them to be original and 
relevant using more than flora. For weddings, 
she may incorporate a family keepsake or 
memento, each piece arranged and edited 
through a rigorous thought process. She 
likes stacks of plates, boxes and more. 
“I’m OBSESSED with containers! I’m MAD 
ABOUT THEM! I had a conversation with this 
incredible florist in Kyoto. He said the art of 
the container illuminates the nature, and the 
flowers illuminate the art in return. That is 
really how I feel about it,” she says. 

We pause our interview several times as 
friends pop by with gifts for her birthday.  
Each is prompting another fascinating 
conversation about a new dumpling venture, 
a gurgling fish pitcher, travel to Switzerland 
and Palm Springs.  

I’ve been here three times now, and I really 
like it. Is it a flower shop? A social stop?  An 
event space? I can’t quite put my finger on 
what it is, but one thing it isn’t is boring. I ask 
Dundee what she likes most about her work, 
and she doesn’t skip a beat – “The people. It’s 
not just about flowers. It’s about life.”  

20%
New Customer Discount!

Call or Text
(707) 800-2314

Email
Hi@SimplyCleanCarpetandTile.com

Expert Carpet 
and Tile Cleaning
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Address 	 Bds/Ba 	 Sq. Ft.	 List Price Address 	 Bds/Ba	 Sq.Ft.	 List Price 	 Sold Price 	 Sold Date

Sold HomesHomes For Sale

Call the number below for a complete list

IN SEASON
REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Oak Cir 	 2/1 	 1,008 	 $515,000
Cedar Cir 	 2/2 	 1,200 	 $589,000
university St 	 3/2 	 1,600 	 $635,000
Fieldcrest Dr 	 4/3 	 1,704 	 $699,000
Dry Creek Rd 	 2/1 	 1,128 	 $795,000
Buena Vista Ave 	 3/3 	 2,397 	 $899,000
Dry Creek Rd 	 1/0 	 1,100 	 $1,050,000
Dragonfly Ln 	 3/2 	 2,449 	 $1,175,000
Grant St 	 2/1 	 2,004 	 $1,266,000
Lincoln St 	 3/2 	 1,344 	 $1,425,000
W Dry Creek Rd 	 2/1 	 977 	 $1,500,000
Alexander Valley Rd 	 5/5 	 3,200 	 $1,800,000
W Dry Creek Rd 	 2/2 	 2,000 	 $1,849,000
Old Redwood Hwy 	 3/2 	 0 	 $1,999,000
Clear Ridge Dr 	 3/4 	 3,342 	 $2,495,000
Pozzan Rd 	 3/3 	 1,800 	 $2,550,000
Sausal Ln 	 4/4 	 3,624 	 $3,400,000
Palmer Creek Rd 	 3/2 	 1,480 	 $3,495,000
Old Barn Rd 	 3/6 	 4,468 	 $4,850,000
Pine Flat Rd 	 4/5 	 4,989 	 $7,495,000

•	 1½ parts H.O.B.S. Gin 

•	 ¾ parts fresh lemon juice 

•	 ¾ part spiced pear simple syrup* 

•	 Club soda topping 

Directions: Fill a cocktail shaker with ice. Add gin, lemon 
juice and spiced pear simple syrup. Replace lid and shake 
vigorously. Pour into glass and top with club soda.  

*Spiced pear simple syrup 
•	 1 cup of water 

•	 1 cup of sugar (or substitute sugar with natural honey) 

•	 1 pear cored and cut into pieces 

•	 3 star anise 

•	 2 cardamom pods  

Simple syrup directions: 
Add water, sugar, pear, star anise and cardamom pods into 

a small sauce pan. Bring to a simmer over medium heat and 
stir to dissolve the sugar. Continue to simmer on low for about 
5 minutes. Remove from heat and allow to cool completely. 
Strain out pear and spices. Store extra syrup in the refrigerator 
for up to a month.

185 Quarry Ridge Ct 	 3/2 	 1,362 	 $495,000 	 $491,500 	 11/29/17
288 Monte Vista Ave 	 2/2 	 1,226 	 $575,000 	 $575,000 	 12/8/17
220 Fuchsia Way 	 2/2 	 1,004 	 $629,000 	 $605,000 	 12/15/17
210 Sequoia Cir 	 2/2 	 1,212 	 $550,000 	 $619,500 	 12/4/17
928 Bradley Ct 	 3/2 	 1,578 	 $699,000 	 $640,000 	 12/5/17
573 Alexander Valley Rd 	 2/1 	 1,137 	 $715,000 	 $697,000 	 12/14/17
324 Equestrian Gap Ct 	 4/3 	 1,879 	 $750,000 	 $765,000 	 12/5/17
429 Piper St 	 4/2 	        0 	 $899,000 	 $880,000 	 12/8/17
2464 W Dry Creek Rd 	 4/2 	 2,253 	 $995,000 	 $895,000 	 12/1/17
834 Josephine Ln 	 4/3 	 2,556 	 $995,000 	 $945,000 	 12/6/17
340 Burgundy Rd 	 3/3 	 2,658 	 $1,099,000 	 $1,079,000 	 11/28/17
408 Fairway Ct 	 3/3 	 2,063 	 $1,350,000 	 $1,350,000 	 12/7/17
518 North St 	 4/3 	 2,780 	 $2,200,000 	 $2,200,000 	 12/8/17
10177 Westside Rd 	 4/6 	 4,171 	 $3,999,000 	 $3,600,000 	 12/8/17

Sarah Fiske and Josh Opatz.

The 
Spiced Pear

About the Author

After four years of building Young & Yonder, Sarah 
Fiske and her husband, Healdsburg native Josh 
Opatz, are set to re-open their new distillery behind 
Healdsburg’s City Hall.  This young couple is full of 
ambition and willing to look yonder, beyond their former 
corporate careers, to go all in to craft vodkas, gin and 
soon, absinthe and bourbon.  With the recent addition of 
a third partner, Josh’s step-brother Shane Harlan, Young 
& Yonder Spirits is a true Healdsburg family business. 
www.youngandyonder.com 

JANE, A LEADER, NOT A FOLLOWER

In the wake of frustration that many people have with social 
media, Myopolis™ could be changing the face of social 
media. A well-publicized study released last April (Harvard 
Business Review April 10, 2017) concluded that depression 
may be linked to social media usage. According to a recent 
article from CNBC, Facebook admitted usage could be bad 
for you. The harm stems from reading posts versus interacting 
with others, which can positively impact your mood.

Anyone who used social media during the last election can 
attest to the tiring intensity of the political posts. It becomes 
very uncomfortable when you face the choice of either 
“unfriending” your relatives and co-workers or building 
frustration by reading their divisive opinions.

Myopolis™ cracked that code by adding filters to each 
topic. This allows you to keep your family and co-workers 
while dumping their politics (or cat videos for that matter). 
There are twenty-some filters, including topics such as 
sports, news, fashion real estate, and so forth. Additionally, 
Myopolis™ gives local influencers a powerful platform by 
ranking the top leaders in each of the categories. The 
category leaders can increase their influence beyond their 
own towns and into the state and national levels.

The map view allows users to see Pings (posts) from their 
own Private Citizens (friends) and the people who they have 
Citizenships with (people they follow). If you’ve ever wanted 
to be known as the leader in sports, fashion, real estate or 
news, now’s your chance.

Myopolis™ is a unique and useful social media platform that 
restores the peace and creates an environment where you’re 
in control of what you see and read.

Is Myopolis™ changing the  
Face of Social Media?

Download the free app in Google Play and the App Store
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Lifelong Healdsburg resident.  
 
Consummate Real Estate  
Professional.  
 
Adoring grandmother of five....
and Giants fan!

Trusted.  Involved.  Engaged.

1591 CLEAR RIDGE DRIVE, 
HEALDSBURG | $2,495,000 

3Bed/3.5Bath on 1+Acre
Jim McCalligan design,  
hobby vineyard, minutes to Plaza

Terri Yolo
Luxury Property
Specialist

707 484 6578
terri.yolo@ 
pacunion.com
PacificUnion.com
License # 01877521


